
 

 

 
ROANNE DAWE – Mental Health Counsellor 
 
Mental Health Counsellor may be at the top of the list of untraditional mining jobs. Baffinland is proud 
to be the first mine in Canada to offer mental health services at site, 24/7.  
 
Roanne Dawe says she never thought working at a mine was even a possibility. But after 23 years 
as a Social Worker with the Newfoundland government, she was ready for a change. Roanne was 
introduced to the opportunity at Baffinland by a friend, who knew the difference that mental health 
services could make, on site. 
 
Roanne applauds Baffinland for taking what she calls a huge step. “Rotation work can be 
challenging. It’s tough to be away from home. Baffinland saw the need, and made the commitment.” 
She also points out that in male-dominated industries like mining, men can often feel pressured to 
put on a tough front and not show emotions. “But we’re all human, so that’s not realistic,” she says. 
“It’s really rewarding to see the barriers coming down and to see men, and everyone, seeking 
services and asking for help. Mental health is just as important as physical health.” 
 
Roanne says at first, people were hesitant, because it was a new service. “As we started getting to 
know folks, they started accessing services. Word of mouth really helps.” She also appreciates living 
and working at site, with her clients. “I get to see people improve. They tell us how good it is, to have 
the support on site.” 
 
Roanne’s story is part of our new social media campaign, “Beyond the Mine,’ which puts the 
spotlight on the diverse range of non-traditional mining jobs that support our operations, as well as 
the people who do them, and the career paths that have brought them here. If you’re interested in 
working with us, visit our website for current job listings: https://careers.baffinland.com/ 
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